
 

Part time diploma in Urban Design at UWE. 
The study course was for a further Masters (MSc) Degree, but I chose to omit the 
dissertation.

2008-2009

Further Study 
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1053 HL Amsterdam NL

Bristol BS2 8ST UK

Diploma (now MA) in Landscape Architecture at UoG Cheltenham. 
Dissertation titled 'Sites for Salvage’. A study of brownfield sites awaiting 
development and temporary uses for the benefit of the community together with 
possibilities for tree planting infrastructure that would not impede future 
development but could be retained in the long term.

1977-1981

Study

Percy Thomas Partnership, then the third largest architectural practice with 5 
UK offices, Oman and Hong Kong. I was a member of a team of 5 landscape 
architects located in two offices primarily working on major hospitals. Apart from 
the usual skills I developed a specialism in planting proposals for different climatic 
zones and cultures, UK, Oman, Jordan, Egypt. Understanding the specification, 
supply chain and shipping of plant material enabled me to also become the 
practice expert for interior planting, designing and specifying large atria and 
conservatory projects.

1981-1989

Employment

2001-2004

Further Study 
(MA)

Whilst continuing to work I undertook a part time masters degree in Town and 
Country Planning at the University of the West of England (UWE). Bristol. 
Apart from developing a greater understanding of the UK planning system, taking 
the Comparative European Planning routeway gave me an insight to other 
planning systems, primarily The Netherlands, France and Germany.

Researched and wrote my masters dissertation titled ‘Is it Possible for the 
Planning System to Play a More Effective Role in the Governance of our 
Urban Treescape?’ I researched and identified the many reasons for the loss of 
urban trees in the UK. Individually the causes weren’t very significant but 
together it amounted to a 40% loss in the previous three decades and at the 
time was ongoing with little or no replacement of the loss. Also, England had the 
lowest percentage of tree cover across Europe at only 5%.

Developed a presentation titled ‘Urban 2050’ based on my planning dissertation, 
highlighting the problems that would occur if the rate of tree loss were to 
continue. As a result of delivering the presentation to various groups I joined 
forces with two others who were keen as I to ensure that any trees removed 
would be replaced in Bristol. Through the press, public exhibition and lobbying 
we ran a campaign BristolStreetTrees.org to persuade Bristol City Council to 
replace the trees that they were removing. Through the planning system 
developers were obliged to replace trees that they removed (one for one no 
matter what size) but not the council and they had no funds so to do.

2006-2010

Activism

2007-2019

Expert

Panel member of BUDF Bristol Urban Design Forum.  
Influencing the improvement of proposed developments across the city before 
submission for planning.

1989-Ongoing

Employment

2005

Further Study

Started my own practice 4D Landscape Design www.4DLD.com 
Continued to work in the healthcare sector, education, business parks, 
housing, schools, universities, British embassies, various planning 
appeals, also acting as expert witness. Essentially a husband and wife 
team with complementary specialisms, pushing boundaries and 
collaborating with others as and when necessary.

http://www.4DLD.com
mailto:michele@4dld.com
http://www.4dld.com


The Bristol Tree Forum was set up so that we could work together with Bristol 
City Council to redress the loss of Bristol’s trees. Initially they had no funds to 
replace council owned stock. At the time I was also a panel member of the Urban 
Design Forum and saw that several schemes that were good in urban design 
terms were being refused planning for the sake of one or two large trees that 
would have been lost if developed. The idea of the Bristol Tree Replacement 
Standard (BTRS) was born. It is a new policy that enables development provided 
that the volume of tree canopy is replaced. On a sliding scale, the loss of one tree 
on a development site needs to be replaced with 1-8 trees depending upon the 
girth of the trunk of the tree to be removed. This enabled Bristol City Council to 
accrue funds and replace lost street trees wherever the developer was unable to 
plant all replacements on site. The aim is to repair and double the 2016 canopy 
cover of the city by 2046.

Visiting and part time lecturer to Planning & Architecture students at University 
of West of England (UWE). Primarily teaching landscape architecture 
interaction.

Part time lecturer for final year landscape students at University of 
Gloucestershire specifically to teach them Softscape Masterplanning through to 
detailed Planting Plans and Specifications. Over the five years all students, with 
just two exceptions, were competent in the subject and equipped for the 
workplace. I taught a methodology that requires very little prior plant knowledge 
but can be applied to any country/climatic zone. Several of my former students 
have said that they are the go to person for planting plans within their 
companies. Sadly the university ceased all part time teaching but it is a skill that 
is lacking in our profession in the UK so I am currently writing a book that will 
address this.

I presented the idea of ’The Arboretum of Bristol’. Having worked on projects 
with the University of Bristol (UoB) and noticing that over the years of living in the 
city that some of the species that we had specified overseas were now happily 
growing in Bristol; Eriobotrya japonica, Albizia julibrissim, Acacia dealbata, 43 
varieties of Quercus on the university estate and research into the many varieties 
of Olea europaeus that could grow in Bristol. The idea is that each year a new 
tree species will be planted to see how well it does in the interest of climate 
change resilience. The first tree to be sponsored was a Jacaranda.

2015

Activism

2008-Ongoing

Activism

2011-2014

Lecturing

2014-2018

Lecturing

Amalgamated and led a submission for the ’Tenderloin Competition’. The 
response to the brief was to try and mend the digital divide to promote social 
cohesion and to pick up and stitch together urban trends such as the Maker 
Movement, Urban Farming, Pop Ups, FabLabs etc. The idea was to create an 
environment through urban vegetable growing with a difference that could 
produce and connect. Although the competition was for a run down area in San 
Fransisco, the idea is transferable to any city across the globe. We didn’t win 
but the idea is still there and waiting to be refined and tested.

2016

Ideas

Co-opted as Panel member at Creating Excellence design reviews to influence 
the design of proposed major developments and sensitive site interventions in the 
south west region of England.

2018-Ongoing

Expert

Elected as Advisory Council Member for the Landscape Institute. Aiming to 
influence the skillset of new members and assist in the promotion of the 
profession.

2018-Ongoing

Expert

Co-opted as Panel member at Design West design reviews to comment on both 
proposed developments and policy that will meet future lifestyles and demands.

2018-Ongoing

Expert

Languages English: Fully Fluent
Dutch: Conversationally Fluent
French: Fairly Fluent


